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Compound la reacts with a number of nitrile oxides to give 3, 
whereas l b  gives 6 

Y = SM%. AC 
M = ti. Na, K 58 - 91 % yields 

With a silyl dienol ether a catalytic amount of potassium tert- 
butoxide can be used 
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Ar = 3.4,5-trimethoxyphenyt E = COfle 

The adduct is converted into lignans a key step being direct 
lactonisation of, for example, methyl podophyllate to 
podophyllotoxin with ZnClJmolecular sieves in THF 
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Synthesis of 3-substituted-3-(prop-2-ynyl)pyrrolidine-2,5-diones 
required as potential aromatase inhibitors 

0 

Synthesis of imidazole, pyrimidine and purine nucleoside analogues 

A total synthesis of the topoisomerase I1 inhibitor BE 10988 is 
described 
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N An efficient method of \> preparing the title phosphates Ho 
is described 
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A new synthesis of rotenoids has been developed and applied to 
5-thio members 
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trans-B/C-Rotenoids have been synthesised and their X-ray 
structure and ‘H and I3C NMR spectra are compared with those 
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Reaction of P-rhodomycinone derivative 8 with isopropenyl esters 
4 in the presence of a catalytic amount of acid followed by selective 
deprotection of the terminal ester gave hydrophilic oxaunomycin 
10-0-hemiester derivatives 14a, b and 19a-c 
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I R - H ,  R'-& 
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A 
The synthesis of compounds I and XI, through palladium-catalysed 
reactions, are reported 
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